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8 Gcteber 1971, ee 

‘ . (INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM : 2 
The Situation in Communist China : 

The overriding feature of the Chinese scene E 

remains the high tension within the ruling polit- . ae 

buxso. This was manifested early last month in an a ns 


unprecedented decision to curtail the traditional x 
1 Geteber National Day colebrations 









' Despite the reappearance of Mao Tae~tung on § Octo- 
ber, the origins of the treble are still shrouded:_ 

in mystery; its progress and cutcome area equally , 
murky. We are, however, confident that Peking bom | 
is faced with problems within the leadership and }. 
that these problems are critical ones. As the brie 
drama unfolds, it has seemed likely that its can- ‘ hed 
tral theme revolves around a complex set of inter- ; et 
nal, rather than external, factors, In particular, _ 
there has been no evidence that it has disrupted 


the forward momentum in Sino-US relations or that ne 
it has involved new straing in Sino-Soviet bilateral tr. 
° Telations. It also does not appear related to any me 


escalation of tengians on the border, even in the 
aftermath of the crash of «4 Chinese transport in § 
Mongolia. , oe 


We now believe that some sort of major leader- | 

i ship conclave opened in Peking the weekend of 11-12 

: Séptamber Me ©: Mongolian inci- ' 
dent came on the night of lé-ljd September. These ; 

. Note: This memorandum vas prepared by the offiee of 


Current Intelligence, the offtes of Strategie Re- 
search and the Offiee of Foonomie Reaaarch. 


























The Question of Timing 

l. There is good evidence that the ruling pol~ 
itburea members who are based in Peking went into a 
adeep huddle on 11 September. Pramler Chou En<lai -- 
cancaied a session with a wisiting Japanese delega- 
tion on that day and did not reappear in publi¢ until 
the 16th. With two exceptions, the remaining nor~ 
maiiy active polithuro members were out of the lime- 
light for the same perfed, Thus, the cvent or avents 
which triggered the current upheaval probably ocaurred 
on or before 1l September. The date agsumes added 
importance because it rules out the possibility that 
the still unexplained orash of a Chinese aliscraft 
ever Mongolia on the night of 12-13 September ini- 
tiated the turmoil in Peking. The flight of the air- 
oe however, may well be comnected with the tur- 
TLL a 


2, The most obvious result of the conclave 

Was a decision to cancel the mammoth pated. on Na- 
tional Day which has traditionally brouc.:; a full- 
Scale leaderahin turnout headed by Mac “se-tung and 
Lin Piao. Since iliness or purge has no vex before 
caused an alteration of ‘the scenario, the decision 

to cancel implied that 1) either Mao or Lin was seri~ 
ously ill or incapacitated, or 2) the power equation 

ithin tha politbure was in the process of being 
Grastically alterad. The omission of a ranked leader~ 
ship show on National Day, Premier Chou En-lai's 
failure to host a raception or give his customary 
policy speech on the eve of the holiday, and the. 
nomappearance of the customary National Gay editorial 
all pointed in the same direction. Mao gradcted Haile 
Selassie on 8 October, and cleared up one aspect of 
the mystery. The fact remains that Lin, three rank~ 
ing military leaders at the center, and one regional 
commander--all politburoe memberas--have not appeared 
publiciy sinda 10 September. Whe political futures _ 
of some, or just poasibly ali, of these five may weld 
be at the root of the current problems. 
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has been warned about Russian “pressures,” and 
numerous "war preparations * instructions have Sha 
issued since mid-September, This theme, however 
seems to have been seized on by same to provide a 
Popular rationale for developments. The measures 
: involved seem primarily related to maintaining 
treop control and to tightening internal security. 


The drent Air Standdcwn 


4, There is very likely a relationship be- 
- tween the olitical difficulties Gascxibed J 






sterious crash of a Chinese 


2g et Si ee NI tp eens th BA RRA Neel HONG onal Pe Lah A Do lg Fayed 


‘The Crash 


- 16. Both Mongolian and Soviet press reports 
claim that the crashed oo was a jet and sug~ 
ested that it waa s 

















idents (British planes similar to Boeing's 
tained from Pakistan. They are under mili- 
ntrol for VIP use, 






. ‘he Chinese have explained that the leat 
t was 4 civil liner that had navigation prob- 
Wa think we have, however, been able te account 
high-performance civilian airliners (except 
Trident) since the crash date. Moreover, there 
cnown domestic civil flights along China's 

vith Mongolia, and the only civil Chinese 

to the Soviet Union which pass near the area 

1 Wednesdays, during the day, (The crash was 
onday.) i 





TE the aiveraft that crashed in Mongolia 
12d a Trident out of Feking, the flight may 
rolved an_attenoted dafection, but this is 
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14 Sect “Aix France makaa flight from Rangoon ints 
Shanghai and two Chindse civil flights con- 
nected with Air Franca, : 
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s 1§ Sept - einer Chou resumes normal. schedule of ap- 
paarances; othar civilian politbure members 
and. senior. general Yeh Coane ay aise bagin F. 
to appear regularly, ° ue i ned 











21 Sept 


Newsmen in Peaking report that the prepara- 
tions fer the National Day parade that had 
been under way gince late August wera sus~ 
panded sometime during the week of 12-12 
September. : 


Spokusmen of the Ministry of Foreign Afiaizs 
in Peking inform diplomatic ccmmunity that 
changes in National Day scenario merely a 
‘rarorm," 


army Logistics Chief Chiu Hui-tse shews up 
at diplomatic reception; first active mili- 
tary leader to appear gince 10 Sentember; 
Li Te-sheng, director of the GPD, shows up 


_on 24 September, — 
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23 Sept Provincial radichroadcast from Anhwei iden- 
tifies a new man in the post of Nanking 
Military Region commander, raising questions 

about the current stata of Hsu Shih-yu; 

Hau has not bean seen since 6 dunes 


Set Oe ae 





24-28 Sept Vice Premier Li Hsian-nien leads government 
aconomic dalegation to North Vietnam, 










25 Sapt Fedonpia's Daily article lashes out against 
Gnidentafiled members of "Confucius shop"; 
hints that on the one hand the Soviets _ 
have bean trying to utilize this group while 

threatening "nuclear blackmail" on the other, 














29 Sept Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman in 
Peking informs diplomatic community that 
Choi's traditional banquet on the eve (30 
September) of National Day will be replaced 
by a racapticon sponsored by the MFA. 





30 Sept TASS announces on the morning of 30 Ser tem- 
ber that a Chinese aircraft crashed in 
Mongolia on tha night of 12-13 September; 
Soviets claim that it was a military plane; 
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Gninege diplomats in Moscow acknewlodge that 
thare was a crash byt insisn thet it was a 
civil aircraft that had commstted « naviga- 
tion ™axyar, ; ; 
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2<2 Oct : Press report from France claims that foreign 

. ttade minister Pal Hslang-kuo, on a tour of 
the provinces, was awakened in the middle : 
of the night of 2-3 October by Chinase En- 
bassy officials who made a special 135+mile 
trip feom Paris. 





§ Oct Chinsse trade delegation presently visiting = 

Penmazk informed Copenhagen Foraign Office = 

at 0400 hours in the morning that they had Fd 

: "just received" instructions from Peking it 

: requiring their return on 10 Octoner, one 

° day aarlier than scheduled, in order to t 
; attend "a meeting,” 


edt 


5 Oct Washington and Peking announced simuita- a 
neously that Dr. Kissingsz will visit Fe- A, 
King in tha latter part of October to make Bi 








8 Oct 








“conorete arrangements" for thea President's 
trip? Peking announcement released at 1000 
hours, 5 Octeber, Washington time. 







Mao Yaa~tung recuived visiting Ethiopian 

Emperor Halle Selassie, according to press 
sources close to the Ethiopian delegation. F 
Mao reportedly looked well. ay 


ee 





